Potential fire copter preps
for takeoff

By Kathryn Reed

Caldoe, Tamarack, Angors,
Gondola, Emserald, Davis. King
How would those fires o and
around the Loke Tabos area have
been different if there lad been a
dedicatad regional elicopter based
i the basin?

Mo npe knows for sure

But what otficials do know is
fire seasow is & vear-round plenom-
enon, oo longer limited to certhin
manths. Fires are aming hobter,
nre more destmuctive, and mke more
resolces to contain

These are same of the reasons
that regionnl fire chiefs are vorking
ter devvelop a belitack base in the ba-
Ein

“Ower 40 percent of wildfires
in the Tahoe bazin are caused by
lightning and wsually they are re-
mte,” Tahoe Douglas Fire Probec-
tions Dhistriet Chief Scon Lindgren
said. “A helicopter gets over it and
puts it out, An example of that oot
happening was the {2022) Tama-
rack Fire. It would lave been easy
te put ount wiith a belicopter, b the
Forest Service allowed it to bum
and be mositored, and then & be-
came the Tamarack Fire. (If we had
a helicopeer), we would have put it
ot and we would sever have beand
of the Tamarack Fire.”

Lindgren is spearhending the
project that would bring around-
the-clock helicopter fire and rescue
capabilities here. He worked in Cal-
Fire's air program for 23 vears

So far, be lsas buy-in from 20
agencies i the susrounding area

"1 think the concept is 0 good
o, Omne of the things we stnaggle
with wp hers i the basin 15 ar re-
sources,” Sowth Lake Talbos Fire
Chief Fim Drennan said. “The coa-
cept k5 really sound,”

A conceptunl plan & in place
to have the base i Zephyr Cove.

“Whittell High 5chool sits
omn akmost 60 acees, surrmmded by
Douwglas and US. Forest Service
propery,” Lindgren said of why this
location was chosen, “A helicopier
base 15 like 7 fire statron without big
apparamizes. It's just like a fire sta-
o, bt instead it has helicopters ™

The CalFire helimck base
in Vina in Bume County, which
opeed in 2020, = being Eooked
at ns n model, with the Tahoe base
projecied 1o be smaller.

It would inehide living quar-
ters, kitchen, workout roony, lounge
narea, a belipad, and hangar for the
birds.

T would keove to see it come
to fmitson. From n reseue and fire
standpoint it can save o lot of lves
and property.” Lake Wallew Fire
Chief Chad Stephen said,

Rescne and five capabiities

For fire suppression. the heli-
copter will lave a remavable fixed
tmnk wndemeath thot inmkes wa-
ter throngh o soorkel from o loke
of other source; i will akso have a
heok with a Jong-line bucket that al-
lows for more precise waier drops.

What it won't be i3 an air am-
bulance thowgh the helicopter will
be eguipped to tmnsport people to
ground ambulances or an agency
like CalStar.

Al the base in Vima, a tmck
follows  the helicopler, camymg
L1000 gatlons of jer fuel The heli-
copter holds 362 gallons, allowing
for abowt six hours of fiving time
CalFire 15 working on another gen-
eration of foel wicks which could
b beaeficeal to the local operation.

The Cabforma Highway Pa-
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like to acguire.

ol helicopter based i Avbum is
moat ofien the one used in rescue
situations. In the basin

“Tvo slmmers ago, we pe-
aquested a rescue helicopter in the
Tabhoe basin nine tmes and seven
tmes we were demied becanse it
was mof available” Lindoren said.
"We were denied by CHF becanse
they were on other emergencies.”

Hiking in verss flving 1o
mHnenns In & medicnl emergency
can nur it o a life-or- death sina-
tion
Mlaking it a vealiry

Lindgren wants the belicop-
ters to be operational before the
helitack base is built. He has a goal
of limited operations this summer,
then expanding howrs, with a folly
developed program as funding al-
lovwaes,

Meaney could be the most dif-
fendt undle, and it's the part of the
process that most concerns chiefs
Dirennan and Stephen

A new Blackhawk belicopeer
liks what CalFire fiies costs about
526 mullion. while a militnry sur-
plus refurbiched chopper iz elosar

Photo Kathryn Reed
A large hangar is reguired to fit this Blackhawi helicopter, which is like the one Tahoe officials woulkd

Preoto Kathryn Reed

Tahose Douglas Fire Chief Scolt Lindgren is the point person
ereating the Zephyr Cove Helitaok Base.

to 53.5 million, according to Lind-
oee.

He said the Tabhos base is
looking to sequire toro or taree used
helicopters wntil enongh funding is
sacired fora pew e,

More than one is necessary
0 have a 24/7, 365-dav operation,
Mainterance  requirements - are

HELITACK
Continued on page 20



Mich
This is a rendering of where the helitack base at Whittell High School could be located.

HELITACK
Continued from page 16

strict, 30 the helicopters are perindi-
cally out of service,

Flyg, pilots are linited in
their Ayving mme, o thar will be
n staffing consideration. A Black-
howk crew = wswally 10-11 peo-
ple. but it can fit 14,

The primary  belicoprer
wirald abways be available in the
region, while the others could be
deploved to fires elsewhere.

“Most of the mooey will
come from donations in the region
fmitially. Then from these, part of
our bisiness plan i3 to do a lot of
contract work with other agencies,
corpomis  sponsors,”  Lindgren
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Initial agencies interested in

o part of the Zephyr Cove
Helitack Base

Carspn Ciry Fire Deparmment

Central Lyon Fire

Drouglas County Sherifi™s Department
Enstern Alpine Fire and Resoue

Fallen Leaf Fire Department
Kirkwood Fire Department

Lake valley Fire Protection Deparmment
Meeks Bay Fire Protection DHstrice
Marth Lake Tahioe Fire Frotection District
marth Lyvom Fire

Masrth Tahoe Fire Protection District
Masrthstar Fire Department

Hympic Valley Fire Department
Reno Fire Department

Smith Walley Fire Protection Discrice
South Lake Tahoe Fre Resoue

Sparks Fire Deparmment

Searey County Fire Department
Tahese Douglas Fine Protection District
Truckee Fire Proteceion District
Truckee Meadows Fire & Rescue

Sowrce: TIFPIY

sad. “For iostance, the power
compamnics use helicopiers all the
time for slinging poles and wire.”

To date, Lindgren has se-
cured about 52 million i dena-
tions, which are tax deductible be-
cause of the nonprodit established
through the Parasol Tahos Com-
munity Foundation.

Foderal and state grants ase
another potential reveaus source,
a5 &5 enntmeting with CalFire, the
1.5, Forest Serviee and the MNeva-
da Division of Foreatry.

Evenmally. a joint powers
anthority witls a boand of disector:
would be created 1o mapage the
lselitack operation.

Stll nesded is formal ap-
proval from the Dooglas County
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School District for the helimck
base to be built oo their land. The
county and Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration will also have a say.

An FAA spokesperson ouly
said, "The FAA bas guidance on
heliposi design and qualification
which ostlines how to constmct a
heliport that meets regulatory re-
quiraments.”

The zole FAA registesed
helipoet in Douglas County is at
Carson Valley Medical Center in
Gardnerville.

Meg Ragonsas
with the Mevada Departnent of
Trensportation  said, “Although
we do not have approval suthori-
ty over new aviation facility con-
struction, we assist with the Fas
approval applicarion process, con-
duet on-site mspections to identify
any hazards or obstacles that may
delay approval. and offer valonble
safery-related feedback to those
planning oew aviaton facility de-
velopments.”

Permutting  for a helipad

b the Tahoe Regioval Flanning
Agency iz necesgary, with roles
found in the Code of Ordinane-
5. The bi-state planning agency
wonkd review potentinl impacts o
the ten categories of environnen-
tal standards, which range from
water and air quality, to soil, wild-
life, and noise,

Lindgren is shooting for
April to have 30 percent of the
design phase complete, with the
permitting  process starting 5006
therenfter.

Phato Kathryn Read
The helitack base in Vina (Butte County) is the inspiration for what could be built in the Tahoe basin.
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Whittell High class all fired up

By Kathryn Reed
Depley, deplay, deglay

Those are some of the last words any
wildland firefighter wants to hear, But m case
that’s the command, they need to know what
tir e,

Shaking out the green  mummy
sack-like shields, the stodents scramble 1o
completely cover themselves, putting their
feet toward e make believe fire.

“Talk to each other, Make sure
everyone is OR." cominands Matt Fogerty,
wildland battalion chief for Tahos Douglas

“I would love to see all the things
vou wouldn't see (fighting) structures,” she
zaid. After all, wildland firefightess get to
travel

Wictoria  Moore, 1nh-grader, was
surprised to leam wildland firefighters pay
attention to wildlife and protect endangered
habitat when it comes o fuel reduction and
SUPPression.

If the regional helitack base comes
to fruition at WHS (see story Page 16),
the high school progmm could grow

Hometoun
ith?

Photo Hathryn Reed

Undber the guidance of Tahoe Douglas Battalion Chiefl Matt Fogerty students Cargon
Remington, from left, Liam Roper and Ali Lane deploy emergency shetters.

Fire Protection Distnct

He iz one of the firefighters teaching
these Whittell High School sdeats who are
in the inmugural fire science class,

“If wou fiollow the rules of engagement,
wour should never have to deploy the shelter”
Fogerty says. In the neardy 400 wildland
fire= b= has battled, Fogarty has never had fo
deploy hiz shelter

Still, it's o necessary skill that can be the
difference between life and death.

Eleven stadents are in the class, The
goal i to affer a second level staming e
venr that will delve into extmetions and traffic
accidents, witl the thisd year culmisating in
an emergency medical technician certificate

“I'm leaming a lot of skills, The
knowledge 15 good to know i case I want to
o this i the funre,” senior Jeric Bayani said.
Mursing is his Mo 1 desire, but he’s keeping
the possibility of a job in the firefighting
world 2z a backug.

Sophomore Lily Davis likes the
wildland fire training more than stcue
fires,

exponentially.

“We could expand the fire science
to have an aviation program at the high
school,” Fire Chief Scott Lindgren said
“We could have flight training where they
get their pilot’s license, aircratt mechanics,
aeronantical engineering.”

Talks are under way also for dual
enrollment  credit ar Western Nevada
College in Carson City and are already in
place with Truckes Meadows Conununiry
College in Reno, Lake Tahoe Commumity
College is not allowed to give credits across
state lines

“Whittell iz a five-star school and
platinnm AP school. This alse  gives
some students who might not have those
academic funure goals an oppormnity to ge
experience and training. and get mbo the
workforce, and give some an opporhuity
to stay in the area,” Principal Sean Ryan
zaid. After all, this program will ideally be
a feeder for lecal fire departments.

If each cobort of smdents numbers
ten, the program will remain viable

Phets Hathryn Resd

Whittell High School students get the feel for what it's like to wear a wildland fire-

fighting backpack.

“As loag as Taboe Douglas is doing
the nstrection, they are covering our
expenses,” Ryan said.

Whintell received a 135,000 grant
from the state for materials, with Tahoe

Douglas donating a ton of used equipient.
Tools of the trade are everywhere
mn this classroom—incleding  fumouts,
helmets, boots, chain saws, shovels, axes,
gloves, backpacks and oxygen tanks.
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